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AEDIANBORDERFORLM2026

‘Pegpleat the Borders: Qilture Integration and Security”

Co-organized by the Republic of Cte dIvaire through the National Border Comrission of Cote d Ivaire (ONFOI)
andthe African Lhion Conmission

Abidjan, October 20-22, 2026, Abidjan Exhibition Centre

HACKATHONFORTHEBEST BORDER AFFAIRS JOURNALIST
TERMS OF REFERENCEAND RULES OF PROCEDLRE
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I-Background and Rationale

Aspart of effortstoinprove border governance, the Ivarian Government, through the Secretariat of the
National Border Commission of Cote dIvaire (ONFI), organized the first edition of theinternational border
forumknown asthe “Abidjan Border Forund.
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Thisforumservesasa platformfor dialogue anmong national andintemational experts, civil society
representatives practitioners and acadenicsto propose innovativeideas, inventions, orinitiativesthat could
contribute to strengthening security, innproving quality of life and fostering harmonious developrent in
border areas

At the conclusion of thisedition's proceedings, participants fromvarious countries and organizations—
primarily the African Union, through its programknown as the African Lhion Border Program(ALBP) —as well
asrepresentatives of regional and subregional ingtitutions, notably EOOAAS UBMOA and the Coundil of the
Entente—suppoarted by technical and financial partners—unaninously decided tomake “Abidjan the capital of
Africa'sbarders withthe conference tobe held every two (2) yearsin CatedIvaire”

Togive concrete expressiontothis shared commitment, the African Uhion Commission decided, duringthe 36"
Ordinary Session of the Assenbly of Heads of State and Governiment held on February 18and 19, 2023, in Addis
Ababa, to co-arganize the second ediition of the Forumwith Cate dIvaire.

Co-organized by the CNFO and the African Lhion fromOctober 23 to 25, 2024, at the Abidjan Exhibition Center,
under the theme: “Green Borders: Between Shared Natural Resources and Security Challenges” this edition
brought together 6,000 participants, incdluding delegations fromall African countries, develapers acaderics,
practitioners and students It featured panels, conferences, B2Bmeetings, and networking opportunities

It provided an opportunity tofocus discussions on borders glabal environmental realities climaete changeand
imbalances, and the managerent of shared natural resourcesin relationtohuman security, termitorial
security, and collective security.

At the conclusion of the conference, participantsformulated reconmendationsand resolved toinstitutionalize
the Forumasa biennial event tobeheldin Cate dIvaire.

Aspart of thejaint arganization (ONFO-AL) of thisthird edition, scheduled for October 20-22, 2026, at the
Abidjan BExhibition Center under the theme“Peopleat the Borders: Quiture, Integration, and Security,” three
hackathons are planned to recognize stakeholders who have devel gped innovative solutions, resolved
problens and promoted social cohesion, conmrunication, and developrrent for the benefit of Africa's border
populations The three categoriesare: (1) the Hackathon for the best cross-horder project inplemented, (2) the
Hackathonforthe best border affairs journalist, and (3) the Hackathon for the best schodl project on border-
relatedthemes.
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Schoolsand educational institutions play a vital rolein promoting a culture of peace andintegrationacross
barders This hackathon therefore aims to encourage citizen-led educational projects focused on border
issues,

These terms of reference outline the proceduresfor inplementing this competition.

[I-General Cbjective
Topromote jounalistic work that enhancesthe visibility of Africa's border regions.

lI-Specific (hjectives
To encourage media coverage of border-related issues, recognize excellence in journalismon border affairs,
and foster networks of Border Affairs Jounalists

IV-Target Audience
Journalistswarkinginprint, radia television, and online media, including conmunity correspondents.

V-Braluation Qriteria

- Joumnalisticrigor 30%

- Mediainpact: 25%

- Relevancedf thetopic 20%

- Originality 15%

- Innovationinstarytellingand presentation: 10%

M-Bxqpected Outcomes
One overall winner, a conpilation of the best entries, and promotion of quality reporting on border issues

Mi-Rulesand Procedure (see Appendix)

Entries must have been broadcast between January 2023 and June 2026.

Eachapplicant may submit only one production

Acceptedformets all formats

Entries nust be submitted by the deadline set by the conmittee.

Thejury sdecisionsarefinal and cannat be appealed

Whnerswill receiveatrophy, a certificate, and support for a regional exchange program
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RULES ANDPROCEDLREHACKATHONAR-2026

Attide: Oganization
The purpose of these rulesis to define the terms of participation and the conditions far conducting the Abidjan

Borders Forum2026 (ABF2026) Hackathon, arganized as part of the third edition of the Intemational Forumon
Borders, scheduledfor Octaber 20-22, 2026, in Aidjan, CotedIvaire.

The event is organized by the National Border Comission of Cate divaire (CNFOI) and the African Lhion (AL)
Commission, through the African Lhion Border Program (PRUY), in collabaration with several institutional,
technical, and academic partners working to promote governance, security, and development in border areas

Participationinthe Hackathoninmplies full and unconditional acceptance of these rulesand regulations aswell
asthe decisionsof the Organizing Conittee.

Article2 Participating Categories
These categories are opert
1. Best Oross-Border Project: a project already inplemented in a border area and having a tangible
inpact.

2 Best Border Jounalist: a jounalistic piece (article, repart, documentary, digital mediia) on border-
relatedtopics

3 Best Schod Prgject: An educational initiative (elementary schodl, high schod,, university, graduate
schod,, artraininginstitute) pranmotinga culture of peace, integration, and cross-border citizenship.

Atide3: Gbjectives
The Hackathonaimsta

e  Hghlight concrete border and/or cross-border projectsthat have had anirrpact onthe populations of
border areas

¢  Encouragejounalistic and educational content on border realities

e  Stimulate citizen-led innovation and regional integration through new solutions tailared to cultural,
security, and developrment challengesat the borders.

Atide4: Juy
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be established to preselect applications and evaluate presentations of the selected projects It will consist of
five (5) menrbers including a Chair, a Secretary, and three (3) members

Thehackathon Subconrittee overseesthe jury swork
o Thejurysdecdisionsarefinaandbinding

Attide 5: Application Requirements
1. Highilityand Conrpliance
Any joumalist who has produced and published or broadcast a major editorial piece (feature, investigation,

report, interview docurentary, or magazine segment) on African border issues nay participate in the Best
Border Affairs Journalists category.

Each candidate or organization may submit only one project per category.
2 ApplicationPadage

The application package must include:

o Andficial entryform

o Alinktooracaopy of thework
All documentsmust be combined intoa single POFfile
Acceptedfilefarmatsfar attachmentsare: POF M4, MP3, JFG
Thefilesmust be conrpiled intoa single conpressed folder (zipped) witha mexinumsize of 75 MB

Atide6: Procedure
61. Phase1(Online)

611 Official Launch, Registration and Participation Guidelines, Informmation Session
> The Abidjan 2026 Forumdes Frontieres Hackathon will be officially launched online on July 8, 2026
This phase will mark the start of dfficial commmunications regarding the three conpetition categories,
eligibility criteria, and the detailed schedule
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inclusive Registrationswill be accepted exclusively online viathe Forumis dfficial platform(wwwabf-
africacom) ar by email at the dedicated address provided by the arganizing conittee.

Information Session: Awebinar or a series of information and arientation sessions for applicants will
be held starting July 15, 2026, from200 pm to 300 pm (GMI). The purpose of these sessionsis to
outline the conrpetition's requirements, explain the evaluation criteria, and answer questions from
patential participants

612 Braluation of Applications

Submitted applications will be evaluated by the Hackathon selection committee starting Septerrber 1, 2026,
based onthe fallowing criteria:

Relevancetothe general theme “People at the Borders: Qulture, Integration, and Security”;
Concreteinpact onthe lives of border communities

Innovationand originality;

Feasibility, sustainability, and quality of the presentation or project;

Qarity, thoroughness and consistency inthe presentation of the proposal.

6.1.3\erificationand validity

The Jury reservestheright to:

\rify the identity and accuracy of theinformation providedt
Reject ar cancel any entry that does nat conrply with the terms and condiitions of these rules,

Exclude any project containing false or plagiarized informmation, or infornration that infringes on the
rights of third parties

Cancel or postpone the event in the event of force majeure an insufficient nuber of entries, or for
reasons of national security.

The results of the preliminary selection will be announced on Septerrber 15, 2026,

6.2 Phase2 (in-personin Abidjan)

Thethree shortlistedfinalistsin each category will beinvited topresent their project duringthe ABF2026 Forum
fromOctober 20t022, 2026, during a pitch or a dedicated session
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The awards will be presented during the forurrs closing cerenmony.

The name of the winner of each hackathon will be announced during the forum

Atide7: Avards

For each category, only one winner will be selected

Each of the three (03) winners will receive

Andfficial ABF2026 trophy,

Ajoint ONFO-Acertificate

Aprize (financial or logistical) tobe determrined by the arganizing conittee

Networking oppartunities with institutional, technical, and financial partnersand stakeholders.

Utimately, we will have the creator of an award-winning production, the publication of a callection of case
studies, and regional promotion of the winning project.

Attide 8 Rightsand Gbligations of Participants

Participants agree to conply with these rules, the spirit of the conpetition, and the principles of
equality, integrity, and collaboration

They guaranteethat their project complieswithintellectual property rightsand does nat infringe upon
any third-party rights.

They authorize the organizers to use their name imege project, and related meterials for
communication and promotional purposes.

Anyvidation, plagiarism fraud or unethical behavior may result in disqualification

Attide9: Intellectual Property and Rersonal Data

Participants agree to conply with these rules, the spirit of the conpetition, and the principles of
equality, integrity, and collaboration

They guaranteethat their project conplieswithintellectual property rightsand doesnat infringe upon
any third-party rights

They authorize the organizers to use their name imege project, and related neterials for
commrunication and promotional purposes.

Any vidlation, plagiarism fraud, or unethical behavior may result in disqualification
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Article10: Mudification and Cancellation

o Theorganizing comittee reservesthe right toamend, postpone ar cancel the event or certainterms
and conditionsinthe event of force majeure or for arganizational reasons.

e Anyamendmentstothese ruleswill be published before the dfficial start of the hackathon

Article1: Governing Lawand Dispute Resolution
o Theserulesaregoverned by the laws of the Republic of Cate dIvaire

o Anydisputearisingfromtheinterpretation or applicationof theserulesshall fall withinthejurisdiction
of the courts of Abidjan-Plateau
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